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I am a big fan of TED Talks and have probably watched in excess of 100 
over the past few years. I watched one recently from a Scientist, Jeremy 
Goldberg, whose talk premise was that he wanted to make kindness cool. 
I love that concept. Imagine a world where acts of kindness were practiced 
more widely, with more enthusiasm and by a broader demographic. 
A contagious kindness that spread across the world like a YouTube 
sensation. The problem with kindness being ‘cool’ is that coolness fades, 
sometimes at dramatic speed. Anything trending now is often forgotten 
tomorrow.

I’m certain kindness actually has the ability to change the world, 
and I’m constantly surprised by the power of the smallest acts of 
kindness. People don’t anticipate kindness, and that’s part of its power.  
Goldberg was looking for a formula that would cause kindness to spread 
like a positive virus, and while I agree this would be revolutionary, in 

reality we need to help people understand the power of kindness 
is in its intentionality.

On social media I often hear people lament 
about the state of the world. I regularly 
comment that they have within them the 
opportunity to change the world, one person 
at a time. To me, this is the fundamental 

message of Global Care: We can make the 
world a better place through kindness. I love the 

bible verse that sums it all up…Love is kind. (1 Cor 
13:4). To me kindness is love in work boots. It’s love in action.

It’s mates helping mates.

National Others Week is one week a year that Global 
Care uses to showcase and promote kindness. Reality 
is though, Global Care is a kindness movement. Each 
week over 2,000 volunteers are kind to thousands of 
people in need. Intentionally unleashing the power 
of kindness in a broken world. Now that’s cool.

Peter Pilt, International Director

Save the date

5 - 11 November 2017

FROM THE

Director’s Desk

Global Care is the social justice arm of the International 
Network of Churches (INC) and exists to spread kindness 
and love across Australia, and around the world. Our ‘Blue 
Army’ of esteemed volunteers continue to impact local, 
national and international communities thanks to the 
generosity of our INC Churches, donors, corporate partners, 
and the energy of our volunteers themselves. 

In this issue of the Global Care MATES MAGAZINE we’ll 
share some incredible accounts of kindness in action, and 
speak of Global Care’s unspoken heroes. We’ll acknowledge 
a few of our generous partners who are helping make 
Global Care’s work possible, and we’ll 
bring you up to date on our favourite 
organisation. Happy reading!



In the months 
following National 
Others Week (NOW), 
we encountered 
many heartfelt stories 
of kindness in action 
as part of the NOW 
initiative. In Mt Isa, 
the community was 
blessed by the incredible generosity of their local 
Christian Outreach Centre church, led by Pastor Keith Christie. A 
large team of Global Care volunteers spent a fortnight clearing 
20 tonnes of rubbish from more than 26 yards across the region, 
helping mostly single mums and elderly people. 

Their display of kindness attracted the attention of local press, as 
well as local Mayor, Joyce McCulloch, who told the Northwest Star 
newspaper “You should see what they’re doing, it’s unbelievable. 
It was like an army of them, it was so impressive.” Global Care 
team member Mr Manihera was also quoted in the newspaper 
as saying “Love is an action, it’s no longer a word… we choose to 
show that love.” 

National Others Week (NOW) 
took place in November 
and proved once again that 
intentional acts of kindness can 
be so simple, yet incredibly 
powerful in changing lives. For 
the past eight years National 
Others Week has existed to shine 
a light on kindness, reminding 
our communities about the 
value of being kind.

Thanks to NOW ambassador 
and King’s Christian College 
teacher, Heather Angus, Global 
Care Head Office partnered 
with the largest private school 
on the Gold Coast to share 
the NOW message. Our 
mascot Bluey Bear visited the 
High School, giving lollipops to 
students, and reminding them 
to participate by showing 
kindness to others. 

love
in

work
boots



Lighting the Way for NOW
Heather Angus has been a member of Elevation Church Gold Coast for a 
number of years and shared her heart for Global Care and the National 
Others Week initiative. 

“As a teacher at King’s Christian College, I have the opportunity to 
show love and teach kindness to our next generation. I love helping 
Global Care promote National Others Week at King’s because I believe 
that the message of kindness is so important for our young people 
today, who are growing up in a world that often promotes selfishness. 
By welcoming the Global Care team to campus for National Others 
Week, we were able to remind hundreds of students about the  
power of kindness and the value of putting others first.

I understand that being kind is a decision, and it’s a decision that 
begins with me. Each one of us can choose to be kind, and by doing 
so we can lighten someone’s world and even change someone’s 
life. That’s so powerful. I remember the late, great Peter Campbell 

saying “It’s better to be kind than to be right,” and it’s a principle I live by. 
I encourage you to choose kindness too.”

Global Care 
A r m i d a l e 
partnered with 
a number of 
c o m m u n i t y 
organisations, 
local council, 
b u s i n e s s e s 
and schools, 

to fund and organise the new Community CareVan. 
The philanthropic venture launched late last year and 
has since been on the streets three nights a week, 
feeding the homeless and caring for those in need. 
There are 135 volunteers trained and involved in this 
project, as well as many local schools who help to 
supply and prepare the food. CareVan coordinators 
hope the service will be extended to five nights a 
week in the near future.

Our Global Care Coordinator in Armidale, Liz Williams, 
worked tirelessly throughout 2016 to ensure the launch 
of this incredible project, and the heart she has for 
serving others is what ‘mates helping mates’ looks like 
in the real world. We would like to honour Liz for her 
dedication to the CareVan project, and for helping so 
many people over the years.

Humble
Heroes

Going the Extra Mile



RAIN stands for Reaching Another in Need and is a 
cattle income-generating project established to better 
equip the church with finances, and help them meet 
the practical and spiritual needs within their community. 
The RAIN Project was originally established by Pastor 
Mark Ironside in Charleville in 2010, but its success 
over the past 6 years in generating income has seen 
it expand across the southwest Queensland region.

Harvest Point Church Beaudesert recently launched 
their RAIN Project and have used donations to the 
Project to purchase cattle, and now farm 16 cows 
and 5 calves on local properties. Calves will be 
sold each year to generate ongoing income, and 
Harvest Point’s vision is to use future RAIN proceeds 
to purchase an enclosed trailer, fully equipped so that 
church volunteers can assist those in need with all 
forms of property maintenance. 

For more information, visit www.harvestpointinc.com or 
contact RAIN Project Coordinators Matt and Amanda 
Harkin on 0419 364 671.

Pastor Robert Ponsonby and his team from Armidale 
INC in New South Wales, run their Community Garden 
project with the help of Work for The Dole volunteers. 
All of the Garden’s fresh produce is distributed through 
the Food Pantry, which operates on Mondays at 
Uralla, and Fridays in Armidale. 

This year Global Care Armidale plan to give 2,000 meals 
over a period of 6 months toward emergency food 
relief. The Community Garden will play an important 
part in supplying the produce to fulfil this need. 

Armidale’s very cold winter climate means that the 
majority of fruits and vegetables need to be cultivated 
during the warmer months, while limited produce can 
be grown under cover during the winter. Armidale 
INC has also planted 25 fruit trees on their church 
property to provide fruit as they mature in the future.

Global Care Bundaberg received a 
Federal Government Grant of $8,400 for 
the purchase and installation of a Cool 
Room in its Low Cost Food Store. The 
addition of the Cool Room will expand 
the groceries on offer and ensure the 
food’s freshness. 
The Low Cost Food Store continues to 
feed hundreds of local people in need 
every week.
For more information, phone Yale Morgan 
on 07 4153 2577.

From left to right: Global Care Coordinator Yale Morgan, Federal 
Member for Hinkler Keith Pitt and CitiCoast Church INC Senior 
Pastor Mark Riddell.
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Late last year, a Global Care team of six Chileans 
and two Brazilians pedalled 600km over six days, 
across the Atacama Desert in South America. The 
aim of the ‘Ride to Provide’ was to help Global 
Care develop the literacy project for the children of 
indigent communities in Pakistan. 

The Atacama Desert is the highest and driest in 
the world, and records temperatures as low as 
-25°C at night, and as high as 50°C in the shade 
during the day. The team prepared extensively 
for the extreme conditions but found the most 
difficult element of the adventure was the high 
altitudes. The journey started in the city of Calama, 
2,500m above sea level, and ended in the city of 
Antofagasta, 4,700m above sea level. Two of the 
cyclists fainted by the height, while others bled from 
their noses due to the air pressure. This incredibly 
dedicated team overcame the journey’s harsh 
conditions to successfully complete the mission, 
and raise valuable funds for the literacy project. 

Global Care is expanding into Vanuatu! There is a 
great need in this Island Nation and we will partner 
with our 22 INC Churches in Vanuatu to empower 
locals through ongoing training. Our support will 
help to equip their teams to respond whenever a 
natural disaster occurs.

Global Care Africa Coordinator David Ballard, during his 
recent 12-week Humanitarian Aid trip to multiple countries 
on the African continent.

The INC Vanuatu Pastors (top); Peter Pilt with some friendly 
locals; The team from Bundaberg.

Vanuatu Riding to Provide in

South America 

In 2016, Elevation Church Tweed Coast refurbished 
a demountable unit on their property and opened 
the Front Yard Collective op shop.

The Front Yard Collective sells a range of second-
hand items, servicing the local community with 
low-cost clothing, homewares and toys, while 
raising funds for Elevation Church’s community 
projects such as the Besor Home (a restoration 
home for homeless mums and their children), 
Quick Fit renovations of community properties, 
and much more.

FRONT YARD

COLLECTIVE

Africa Global Care



Just take our Global Care mascot into any school or community 
and you will see why Bluey is so irresistible. His kind and caring 
demeanour is the personification of our organisation, and his 
presence attracts crowds of adoring fans at any event or activity. 
If you would like to ‘borrow a Bluey’ please contact Charlotte to 
have the bearsuit posted to you for your next Global Care event. 

Baby Blueys are also very popular and are now available 
for purchase from Global Care National Office for $20 each. 
These bears can be used as fundraising items or as gifts. 
Please contact charlotte@globalcare.com.au to purchase stock 
from National Office.

When a natural disaster devastates 
a community, Global Care’s aim is 
to be one of the first organisations 
on the ground, providing numerous 
volunteers who can help rebuild the 
lives of those in need. One of the 
best ways we can serve affected 
communities is by feeding the 
volunteers and residents within the 
disaster zone. The lack of power 
and drinking water in a flooded or 
bushfire-stricken area, inhibits food 
preparation, so our brand new 
Global Care mobile BBQ kitchen, 
the “Grill and Graze,” will provide an 
invaluable answer in a time of need.

The Grill and Graze is fully equipped with a small power 
generator, fridge and water outlet. It can be towed to wherever 
its needed, and set up within minutes to nourish and re-energise 
those involved in the disaster response. In other times, local 
Global Care operations can hire the trailer, enabling them to sell 
food at events to assist in their fundraising efforts. 

Our Global Care Disaster Trailer 
is also fully operational and 
equipped with every essential 
tool and piece of equipment 
that may be required in a 
disaster zone. The Trailer has 
recently undertaken a full 
facelift, displaying our new 
Global Care logo.

We appreciate the generous donors across Australia who 
contributed to the purchase of the Grill and Graze BBQ trailer.

Hopefully you’ve noticed our 
exciting new Global Care logo and 
the more modern design of our 
communications. The old Global 
Care logo had been around since 
our humble beginnings in 1993 and 
was overdue for a refresh, so the 
team have been working hard to 
update all elements of our brand.

If your Local Global Care 
Operation would like to receive 
copies of the new Global Care 
logo, rebranded shirts, personalised 
Global Care business cards, or 
advice on rebranding your Global 
Care initiatives, please contact 
Global Care’s Marketing Manager 
Charlotte McCullough by emailing 
charlotte@globalcare.com.au.

Affectionately known as the “Blue 
Army,” Global Care volunteers are 
instantly recognised in their blue 
shirts. The uniform gives credibility 
and brings with it reassurance from 
those in the community needing 
our help. 

Keep the Blue Army strong by 
adorning your new Global Care 
shirt whenever you are serving in 
the ‘field.’ Global Care shirts are 
available in the polo or t-shirt 
style with the new logo, and 
cost from $24 each. Please email 
charlotte@globalcare.com.au for a 
copy of the order form.

We love seeing the new blue 
Global Care shirts in action, so 
please send any relevant photos 
and stories to Charlotte, for your 
chance to feature in the next 
edition of our Mates Magazine.

Disaster Response Ready

So do we…
Love Bluey?

The Same BUT

DIFFERENT

Look the Part



Keep in Touch
The friendly team at Global 
Care Head Office are here 
to help. Charlotte McCullough 
has recently joined Global 
Care as Marketing Manager 
and can assist with any of your 
administrative needs. Contact 
Charlotte on these details:

The Charity Mobile Plan (CMP) is powered 
by a philanthropic partnership with Network 
Communications and Optus*, and a range of 
charities across Australia. By choosing ‘Global Care 
Australia’ as your preferred charity when you sign 
up or renew your mobile phone plan with Network 
Communications, they will automatically donate 5% 
of your monthly mobile bill to Global Care. As a 
customer it won’t cost you a cent, but as a charity 
it means we are able help more people with the 
funds we receive from Network Communications.

To find out more, ask in store, or visit 
charitymobileplan.com.au.

*The Charity Mobile Plan is only available through selective 
Network Communications stores. Customers must connect to a 
valid Optus Post Paid plan to be eligible for the CMP and Optus 
wireless broadband is excluded.

The incredible sales team at
Network Communications, Taree

What better way to live out the Global Care creed 
of mates helping mates than by donating blood 
to help someone in critical need? Giving a blood 
donation will only take one hour of your time, but 
can save three lives!

One in three Australians will need a blood 
transfusion in their lifetime, yet only one in 30 
people donate, and we have the power to help 
close the gap. Bluey Bear and Billy Blood Drop 
met recently to formalise our partnership with the 
Australian Red Cross, to help make this dream a 
reality as part of their RED25 group donations 
program. Next time you give blood, mention 
Global Care for the RED25 program, and let’s 
unite to save lives.

Give One Hour, 
Save Three Lives

Global Care continues to positively impact the lives of many people, thanks to the incredible 
generosity of our local churches, individual donors and corporate partners.  To donate* to any of 

the projects mentioned in this magazine, or to our Global Care Disaster Relief fund, please use the 
following bank account details:

*All donations within Australia of $2.00 or more are tax deductible. 
Please email charlotte@globalcare.com.au for a copy of your tax 

receipt, after making your Global Care donation. 

Name: Global Care Australia
BSB: 704 024

Account Number: 10000157

Every year in August, INC churches across 
Australia choose one Sunday to take up a special 
offering in support of Global Care. Funds raised by 
these offerings are used to help many individuals, 
families and communities throughout Australia who 
are severely affected by natural disasters.

Peter Pilt with Pastors Sue and Russell Driscoll from 
Impact Church in Canberra, who generously donated 
to Global Care for Justice Month.

JUSTICE MONTH


